DEFENCE BY DAY AND BY NIGHT
represent the fall damage which they did. It is prob-
able that many of the raiders, winged by our guns,
either failed to reach their base or crashed on land-
ing. The German bomber crews were very far from
underrating the effect of our ground defences.
The Effect of the Ground Defence
"There is no doubt5, said an Air Ministry Bulletin
of November 9 (No. 2210), "that German airmen
have learnt to respect our anti-aircraft defences.
Even when broadcasting the Nazi pilots have openly
admitted their dislike of our. A A. fire and of the
London barrage in particular. This great barrage
was first heard by Londoners on the night of Sep-
tember 11. German experts argued that such a tre-
mendous concentration of fire must mean the weak-
ening of the A. A. defences elsewhere* They imagined
that the guns had been brought to London at the
expense of other towns and cities. The experience of
the past two months has disconcerted them. Many
of the German raiders destroyed by A.A. fire since
the London barrage first went up have been shot
down in other parts of the country. They have
crashed all over England (Britain?) from John O*
Groats to Land's End.5
The Fighters' Difficulties
The practical difficulty for the ground gunner and
the interceptor pilot alike has been the finding of his
quarry in the wide expanse of darkened sky that has
to be searched. The night-flying pilot of a fighter is
at a great disadvantage- Unable to hear anything on
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